
Kenmore People for Climate Action, questions for city council candidates 2021*

1. Do you accept that there’s a Climate Crisis, and what’s your plan to deal with it?

Yes.

I will work with my colleagues to pass a strong Climate Action Plan. I will continue to work
regionally with K4C to get new cities involved, and assist them with their work to pass County
and State climate legislation.

2. If you win, you would be taking office when the city is starting to implement its first
Climate Action Plan.  The next decade is pivotal in solving the climate crisis.  Are you
familiar with the city’s plans and goals, and how would you help the city do that?

I am familiar with Kenmore’s plans. We must ensure that new construction is built green
(preferably with no new natural gas hook-ups), that we encourage housing near transit so
people have the option to live without a car, and that Kenmore builds the pedestrian and bike
infrastructure needed so people can safely walk and bike.

3. Could you discuss how the U.S. and local governments should address climate justice
What opportunities do you see for this in Kenmore?

Investments need to be made directly in the communities that have been harmed for
generations by the decisions of the past. Communities that were split by freeway construction,
or who suffer from industrial uses next door should receive a good chunk of the investments
that will be made with carbon fees/taxes/etc.

In Kenmore we have very few affordable areas of the city, and they tend to be right off of
Bothell Way. We should spread affordable housing throughout our community so that folks can
afford to live in quieter, less polluted areas, if they choose.

4. What do you think the potential could be for financial partnerships with federal and
state and county governments to work on climate solutions?

I’m not sure I have a lot of faith in the Federal government when it comes to addressing climate
change (especially with the state of the Senate).

I am proud to have been the Councilmember who got Kenmore to join K4C, and I think that
partnership is valuable. We have to work with our regional partners to make a meaningful
impact, and the shared goals through K4C give us a framework to work with. We also need to
work with King County Metro to get circulator routes through Kenmore to get people to the
Stride BRT and the park and ride. Forcing people to drive to get to transit feels like taking two
steps forward and one step back.
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When it comes to the State, our best options may be to continue to use them to help fund our
bike and pedestrian infrastructure. We need to build a Kenmore where a car isn’t necessary. We
should also capitalize on any loan or grant programs that exist for the city and our residents to
upgrade their homes to be more energy efficient - especially for our lower-income neighbors.

5. What are your ideas about affordable housing in Kenmore?

This is the Council’s top priority, and one that we will have to work on for many years. I am very
hopeful that the City can continue to grow partnerships to build affordable housing at the
future BRT parking garage - the opportunity to build something more than just a simple garage,
something with life and activity that provides needed affordable housing,  is something that
really excites me, and I am hopeful that the partnerships will come together to make it happen.

We also have the option to use some of our ARPA funds to purchase land which we could
leverage with partners like ARCH and affordable housing developers. We are still in discussions
on how to spend the $6.4m that we will be receiving over the next year, but a major capital
investment like that could be a great opportunity.

As the Councilmember that brought up the subject of Kenmore’s mobile home parks during our
affordable housing discussion a couple of years ago, I want to find a solution that either
preserves our mobile home parks, or if that isn’t possible, ensures that our mobile home
residents have the opportunity to continue to live in Kenmore, or the support they need to find
a new home elsewhere.

6. Do you support actions at the city level to reduce GHG emissions by adopting energy
performance standards for new and existing buildings, eliminating new “natural” gas
connections?

Yes.

*PCA has a policy of not endorsing candidates.  However, we consider this discussion to
be very important and the beginning of an ongoing dialog.  We do reserve the right to
publish responses on peopleforclimateaction.org. Please answer in writing on this
document and send to vgrayland@earthlink.net.  Please be in contact via email about
scheduling a Zoom interview, an individual response to our questions, not a debate.

mailto:vgrayland@earthlink.net
Victoria Grayland


